A retrospective study of FAM regimen in 38 patients with advanced gastric cancer.
Gastric carcinoma has a very poor prognosis, with a survival rate at 5 years of 13%. Various chemotherapy regimens have been used in the advanced stages of the disease. The best results were obtained using the FAM combination. We treated 38 patients with advanced measurable gastric cancer using the FAM combination and obtained 23.67% complete plus partial remission (CR + PR) (32% with more restrictive criteria for eligible patients) and 34% no change. The median length of response was 30 weeks in CR patients (range 20-100) and 26 weeks (range 12-34) in PR patients. Responsive patients (CR + PR) had a median survival of 12.3 months (range 5-22) compared to nearly 4 months (range 2-8) for unresponsive patients.